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I Find It Recorded in My Notebook . . . 
 

The Hansom Wheels met at The Palmetto Club on 

October 16 with fourteen people in attendance: Richard 

Blenko, Joyce Crout, John Hudgens, Becky and Kevin 

Lewis, George and Sarah Linder, Pat McNeely, Wayne 

Scott, Julie Smoak, Monte Steedley, Twyla Tuten, 

Mary Dematteis, and me, Phil Dematteis, aka The 

Tantalus.  

After dinner, I announced that the game was afoot; 

we toasted the woman, Irene Adler; and we were led in the 

responsive reading of The Musgrave Ritual by Julie 

Smoak. 

Ordinarily the next order of business would have 

been the Happy Hour Posers, where we figure out the 

titles of Holmes Adventures from a bunch of puns. This 

time, however, we added an extra layer to that. Linda 

Robinson—the daughter of our late program chairman, 

Bob Robinson, who had introduced the Posers to us many 

years ago—sent me some cryptograms that she has been 

using at meetings of her home scion society in Wisconsin. 

When decoded, these resulted in Posers. Since I don’t 

have the space here to list the cryptograms, their solutions, 

and the stories disguised by the solutions, I’ve put them on 

page 2 of this issue.   

The Featured Presentation of the evening was Pat 

McNeely’s “The Case of the Haunted President: Lincoln, 

Doyle, and the Spirit World.” Her talk was supported by 

South Carolina Humanities, a not-for-profit organization; 

inspiring, engaging and enriching South Carolinians with 

programs on literature, history, culture and heritage. SC 

Humanities receives funding from the National 

Endowment for the Humanities: Democracy demands 

wisdom. (I am contractually obligated to print that 

statement). It was a spooky talk, just right for Halloween 

month. She started out by noting that 57 percent of 

Americans believe in ghosts. She said that Teddy 

Roosevelt saw Lincoln’s ghost in the White House; so did 

Calvin Coolidge’s wife. Queen Wilhelmina of The 

Netherlands fainted when she saw it; but the ever-cool 

Winston Churchill told it, “Mr. President, you have me at 

a disadvantage”—he was still naked from taking a bath 

when Abe appeared. Lincoln himself had a dream in 

which he had been assassinated; three days later, he 

attended the play at Ford’s Theater. Pat also went over the 

many parallels and coincidences between Lincoln and 

another assassinated president, John F. Kennedy; there’s 

not enough room to list them here, so please see the photo 

on page 2. But, although Kennedy had a secretary named 

Evelyn Lincoln, it is not true that Lincoln had a secretary 

named Kennedy. Moving on to Doyle: he had become a 

Spiritualist by 1887, the year the first Holmes story, A 

Study in Scarlet, was published. Spiritualism, which 

existed as an organized movement from 1848 into the 

1940s, taught that “there is no death and there are no 

dead”—that spirit exists beyond matter. Doyle defended 

the work of the “spirit photographer” W. H. Mumler, who 

in 1872 took a photo of Mary Todd Lincoln that appeared 

to show Abraham Lincoln’s ghost standing behind her 

with his hands on her shoulders. By 1916, Doyle believed 

that he had experienced communication with the dead in a 

séance and adopted Spiritualism as his faith. His second 

wife, Jean Leckie, became a “trance medium” that year 

and conducted séances. Between 1918 and 1930 he 

published at least twenty books and hundreds of articles, 

pamphlets, and public statements on Spiritualism, in 

which he promoted séance phenomena such as automatic 

writing, spirit voices, and materializations as authentic 

ways of getting in touch with the spirit world. Then there 

was that thing about the fairies in the garden, about which 

the less said, the better. 

We ended the meeting with a group reading of 

Vincent Starrett’s Sacred Sonnet, “221B,” and went home 

and got into bed and pulled the covers up over our heads 

after hearing all this creepy stuff.  

 

 

Complaints—I Mean, Compliments of the Season! 

The Hansom Wheels 2025 Christmas Party will 

commence at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 4, at 

The Palmetto Club, 1231 Sumter Street. The price for 

dinner will be $45.00 per person; adult beverages will be 

available for purchase. Richard Blenko will once again 

provide a huge trove of fabulous prizes which will be 

awarded in a lottery; there will also be Christmas music 

and a play by Bob Robinson based one of the 

Adventures. If you have not already made reservation(s), 

please do so by replying to the email to which this issue 

is attached, or at hansomwheels@aol.com, by 12:00 

noon on Monday, December 1. If you want to add 

anyone to your party after you reserve, please email that 

same address. If you have already made a reservation, the 

deadline to cancel is also noon on the first. We will be 

charged for all the meals we have ordered by that time, 

whether they are eaten or not; so if you cancel after the 

deadline or just don’t show up, we will be forced to send 

the goon squad after you to get the dough. And you don’t 

want to tangle with the goon squad. See you there! 

  

ThePink ’Un 



 

 

 

Happy Hour Cryptogram-Posers (Name the Adventures) Solutions: 
 

1. XJAGOC   YB   NGCY   HGRJX   DSADACDSZ   CPNC   DCA   AJNC   HJOC   VNCQP   CPJ   NGCY’A    SNLR    

TNDSC:   CPJ   HOGJ   QNX   HGQEOJ   (CLUE: D = L) = Result of auto buyer insisting that its seat belt match the 

auto’s navy paint: the blue car buckle = “The Blue Carbuncle” 

2. XCKQLIU   DS   PDGGLTXCJ   APLC   PL   AIK   QLLXCJ   DSS,   QPL   PLITXCJ-XVBIXTLU   JDGSLT   

VIUL:   QPL   KXJC   DS   SDTL   (CLUE: X = I) = Instead of hollering when he was teeing off, the hearing-impaired 

golfer made: the sign of fore = The Sign of Four 

3. JDHRL   AQR   EGADELK   EZ   P   NCLB   NRV   EY   AQR   FEKA   IEFZEYAPNOR   ZEOVDLJ   NRV   

RHRY,   AQR   BDV   PA   IPFG   IYDRV,   “D   IPOO   VDNK   EL   AQR   JOEYDECK  IEA!” (CLUE: E = O) = 

Given the options of a bunk bed or the most comfortable folding bed ever, the kid at camp cried, “I call dibs on the 

glorious cot!” = “The Gloria Scott” 

4. CUPG   IDBPW   CLBPG’Y   FARGK   FPARLWREDSY   APWHLLZ   DGW   IDBRSO   ERAESP   CPAP    

ELBHRGPW,   KUPO   HPEDBP:   KUP   APW   ERAESP   (CLUE no. 1: P = E;   CLUE no. 2: C = W) = When  famed 

women’s print  periodicals Redbook and Family Circle were combined, they became: The Red Circle 

Photos from Pat’s Presentation 

 

            


